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Yankel loves to tell stories, as long as they are someone else's.He does not see the hurt that his
stories cause, the way they spread and change. Then the rabbi hands him a bag of feathers and
tells him to place one on every doorstep in the village. Yankel is changed by what happens and
finds himself with his best story yet, one of his very own.

From School Library JournalKindergarten-Grade 3—When the rabbi overhears Yankel
spreading damaging rumors, he gives the boy a sack of feathers, instructing him to place one
feather on the doorstep of each house in their village. When the child reports back to the rabbi,
he's told to collect the feathers-an impossibility that illustrates the uncontrollable nature of
gossip. Animated acrylic artwork amplifies the Eastern European shtetl setting of this folktale.
Waldman's decision to use a boy as the careless blabbermouth instead of the customary old
yenta may give this cautionary tale more immediacy for children than Joan Rothenberg's
Yettele's Feathers (Hyperion, 1995). The flavor of the straightforward language, however, has
little of the zesty humor that gives Rothenberg's picture book its sparkle.—Miriam Lang Budin,
Chappaqua Public Library, NYCopyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed
Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this
title.From BooklistYankel loves to tell stories and repeat the gossip that he hears in his father's
store in the shtetl. The baker Reb Wulff talks about losing his glasses and putting salt instead of
sugar in the cookies. Two women fight over a bolt of fabric they both want. Unfortunately, Yankel
only hears the bits and pieces that make trouble, not how things turn out. So the rabbi decides to
teach the boy a lesson by making him see that stories spread and that they can be hurtful. The
fun in this retelling of a Jewish folktale is not in the lesson, but in the setting, the people, and the
stories they tell. The bright acrylic folk art shows the characters gossiping, quarreling ("they were
fighting like cats"), and, finally, getting together to enjoy steaming soup and share delicious
cookies made with sugar. Hazel RochmanCopyright © American Library Association. All rights
reserved --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.Review"Waldman
uses rich language which brings life to the story…Children will enjoy this story as a read-
aloud." (CM Magazine 2006-09-29)"The fun in this retelling of a Jewish folktale is not in the
lesson, but in the setting, the people, and the stories they tell." (Booklist 2006-10-15)"A
wonderfully illustrated book...The art warmly underlines the plot...Refreshing." (Jewish Book
World 2006-01-12)"A valuable addition to any library, this book is highly recommended to
people of all ages and walks of life." (Multicultural Review 2007-03-01)"Its moral and drawings
are first class." (The Jewish Independent 2008-09-26)"The paintings are colorful and joyous,
indicative of the joy of the 'old country'...This tale sticks with the familiar format of other Jewish
folktales, with a lesson that even young children can understand." (Jewish Book World



2008-04-01) --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.Book
DescriptionGossip spreads like feathers in the wind. --This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title.From the Inside Flap"Jewish folktale, gossip" --This text refers to
an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.About the AuthorDebby Waldman's is the author
of a number of children's books based on Jewish folktales, including A Sack Full of Feathers,
which was named a 2007 Best Book for Kids and Teens by the Canadian Children's Book
Centre, and Clever Rachel, declared by Resource Links to be one of the year's best for 2009.
She is also the co-author of two books for parents of children who are hard of hearing. She lives
in Edmonton, Alberta. More information, visit www.debbywaldman.com.Cindy Revell’s
illustrations have been used on billboards, wine bottles, magazines and numerous children’s
books all over North America. In 2001, Cindy was nominated for a Governor General’s Literary
Award for children’s book illustration. She lives in Edmonton, Alberta. For more information, visit
www.cindyrevell.com. Follow her on Twitter @cindyrev. --This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title.Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved."I never
saw a feather," Levi said. "If you wanted me to have a feather, why didn't you knock on the door
and hand it to me?""The rabbi told me to leave it on your doorstep," Yankel explained."Why on
my doorstep? What's this about a feather?""Not just your doorstep. Everyone's doorstep. I don't
know why, but the rabbi said to do it, so I must. And if your feather is gone, then I must go too, for
I have many feathers to find before the sun sets."--This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.Read more
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In the village of Olkinik lived a boy named Yankel, wholoved to tell stories. Not his own stories,
mind you. Yankelfound other people’s stories far more interesting. And becausehis father owned
the village store and the store was whereeveryone gathered to trade news, Yankel was able to
overhearmany stories, which he took great pride in repeating.
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DCdolcevita, “A Folktale for Today's Times. This is a wonderful story for children of all ages and
religious backgrounds, with a message that is particularly important in an era of "fake news". I
just bought a copy for my 4-year old grandson. He's too young to read it for himself, but I know
he will enjoy its gorgeous illustrations and understand its valuable lesson about the danger of
spreading rumors!”

Jewish Book World Magazine, “A Sack Full of Feathers. The traditional folktale instructing about
the harm of gossip reappears once more in a new, charming picture book. The familiar lesson
that tales once told are gone with the wind has a fresh twist: a bad-boy protagonist the age of
targeted readers. Yankel takes pride in repeating "other people's stories". He easily finds many
of these, as his father owns the village store where shtetl denizens gather to swap news. In his
eagerness to repeat to his friends what he hears, Yankel often leaves the store before the end of
the story, and, thus, relays false news. The kind, old rabbi hears and knows and devises the
plan to teach Yankel the harm of lashon ha-ra. The rabbi hands the boy a sack full of feathers
and asks him to put one on every doorstep. Yankel finishes the tiring task only to be told to go
collect them all. Naturally, the child fails. A tired, hungry, wet, scratched, unhappy boy confesses
the impossibility of the job. The rabbi teaches the lesson and encourages Yankel to tell stories
only about himself.The story and the moral arrive in a wonderfully illustrated book. The shtetl is
wildly colorful, but seems to be an up-scale village and therefore, the cleanliness, unpatched
clothes and shopping indicate an economy worthy of the color. Scenes and attitudes are a bit
stereotypical, but we are introducing a different world to modern children and basics are
important. The text is banded in a striking scarf-like frame. The art warmly underlines the plot,
stumbling only with ubiquitous spotted cats and a tablecloth from a restaurant in your closest
little Italy, nowhere near the Pale of Settlement. It is refreshing to have the moral arrive through a
youngster instead of the usual middle-aged sharpest tongue in the village. For ages 6 -9.
Reviewed by Ellen G. Cole”

TeensReadToo, “Courtesy of Kids @ Teens Read Too. Yankel Liebovich has a very bad habit.
Since his father owns the village store in Olkinik, he hears all kinds of stories every day.
Unfortunately, Yankel doesn't usually hang around to hear the end of the tale. No, what Yankel
hears are things that he knows the other school children will find funny, interesting, or horrifying--
and those are the stories that Yankel tells daily.He likes to brag about the fight between two
women who were arguing over a piece of fabric at the store. "She's mean!" the other children
comment. He likes to tell about how the baker used salt instead of sugar in his baked goods. "I'll
never eat there again!" the other children say. For Yankel, finding a good story to share is more
important than anything else; more important, perhaps, than the truth.When the Rabbi sends
Yankel on a mission to leave a feather at every home in the village, he does so without many



questions. But when the Rabbi sends him back to those same homes, again, to retrieve that
same feather, Yankel realizes the impossibility of his task. So, too, is it impossible to take back
the stories that he likes to spread around Olkinik.This is a great folktale that tells a very important
lesson, although it might be one that is hard for younger children to understand at first. Once
they truly grasp what gossip is, though, and how it can harm other people, they will learn, just
like Yankel, that the only stories you should tell are your own.Reviewed by: Jennifer Wardrip, aka
"The Genius"”

The book by Debby Waldman has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 8 people have provided feedback.
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